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The War Trade Department, an office created by the
Egyptian Government to control trading in Egypt by,
or on behalf of, persons of enemy nationality, through-
out its existence did admirable service to the Empire,
particularly during the early stages of the War. Later,
the work of the Department grew more formal. The
principles of control had been defined, and their
application was relatively simple. But in 1915 con-
ditions were very different. There were no precedents
and no standard authorities to consult. Difficulties,
also, special to Egypt, presented themselves. Profes-
sion of loyalty towards the Allies from some members
of the Levantine colony had to be received with
reserve: for in Egypt it does not follow that families
enjoying European protection are in sympathy with
the views of their adopted country. As the War
dragged on, the Army withdrew from active partici-
that the control of the business rested in the hands of Herr Thyssen,
a coal magnate of Germany. The conduct of the local manager tended
to confirm that impression. Altogether, on a good many grounds
the agency in question was suspect. An inquiry undertaken by the
Licensing Officer's staff disclosed nothing incriminatory. But the
naval and military authorities in the Port Said area were reluctant to
accept that conclusion as final, and their joint protest led the Chief
Licensing Officer to invite them to make a second investigation. Its
result substantiated their suspicions, and the Vulcan Agency went into
compulsory liquidation.
The same authorities took exception also to the appointment, as
liquidator of the Deutsches Kohlen-Depot, of the acting manager. The
fact of his neutral nationality, they argued, would not prevent this
gentleman from performing his obvious duty towards the parent
company in Germany, so long as lie remained its paid servant. He
had been sent to Port Said in August 1914 to keep alive, if possible,
the depot, and as liquidator he would be in an admirable position to
do so. Every day brought the War a step nearer its conclusion, and
the longer the liquidator could delay the sale of the plant the more
likely he would be to achieve his aim. The appointment of the
D.K.D.'s own paid servant as liquidator appeared, in fact, to defeat the
object of the Licensing Officer. The criticism was admitted to be
substantial, and the manager of a British business house concluded
the business of liquidation.

